
For the first time, ESDCTA offered a webinar to its members on May 12, from 8 
pm to 9 pm.  
The members-only ESDCTA Equinar, was on horse and farm insurance presented 
by Blue Bridle Insurance.  Cindy Anderson spoke on “Understanding the Basics of 
Equine Insurance” and Mark Cramer discussed “Understanding the Basics of  
Property and Liability Insurance.” 
The information was detailed, interesting, and answered many of the questions 
that horse and farm owners have every day as they try to decide what type of  
insurance, if any at all, is good for them. 
Using the webinar technology for the program definitely had its learning curve.  
While Susan Lax acted as the host, several computers had to be signed on to  
present, which was challenging.  Susan later said that with a little more practice 
the webinars should become quick and easy for presenters to “turn the mic over,” 
so to speak, to another presenter. 
Participants liked the format and found the webinar to be very convenient. As 
Susan put it, “participants can ride, close up their barn, attend to their families 
and then hunker down in their pajamas with a cup of coffee for an hour of interest-
ing information.” 
As of now, to accommodate members who do not have built-in microphones on their 
computers, the webinars combine the graphics of the computer with the audio of 
teleconferencing.  
ESDCTA is scheduling more “Equinars” on different subjects pertaining to the 
horse, riding, and other aspects of the equine industry.  Stay tuned for information 
in Collective Remarks, on the web site, and through E-news. We hope you will join 
us! 
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JERSEY FRESH 2011 – Lots to Do with More Riders Than Ever! 
By Dr. Carey Williams, Rutgers  Univerity 

With 97 horses to start for cross-country (XC) on Saturday May 14 at the Horse 
Park of NJ, it was sure to be a busy day.  Little did I realize how busy!  Actually, I 
should first mention that the week leading up to this big day is not a piece of cake 
either.  Those of you who come to 
Jersey Fresh just for Saturday’s 
Cross-Country day may not real-
ize how much work goes into de-
signing, building, and decorating 
the course…then there is tweak-
ing and more tweaking until it is 
“just right”.  Well, my week 
“vacation” was spent helping the 
course designer and decorator 
with their tweaking of the course, 
as did several of my students 
from Rutgers who are involved in 
my Research in Animal Science 
class. They came out to pitch in 
with course decorating, helping 
with vet check ins (picture to the 
left), horse inspections, dressage 
ring crew and bit check, vet box on Saturday, and stadium jump crew on Sunday.  
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  Susan and Chevy 

We have come out of hibernation and have begun that 
annual quest to improve our riding whether it is for com-
petitive reasons or just to do better with our horses.  
When I attended the USDF Region 1 meeting this spring, 
a new award for instructors was being discussed. 
ESDCTA member ZoAnn Kornspan is in charge of creat-
ing this award and its criteria.  It’s not for a trainer, who 
we rely upon to make sure our horses are fit for us, but 
for the instructor, who makes sure that we are fit for our 
horses. That could be a difficult job.  Everyone has an 
opinion on what separates the wheat from the chaff.  I 
have had many instructors in my lifetime, and like you: 
some good, not so good and then, rarely, one that you can-
not live without. 
We all tell war stories about the bad ones: yells too much, 
their way or the highway, just wants to sell their horse, 
doesn’t understand your fears, is late, charges too much, 
too old school, too new school, only likes warmbloods, only 
likes their saddles, rides well but can’t articulate what 
you’re supposed to being doing. Ahh… there are so many 
more examples. 
You may define the great instructor by listing the oppo-
site qualities of the bad one. We should be very proud 
that the ESDCTA has an abundance of the “good ones” in 
our membership. But in the end, is it about specific quali-
ties so much as the right fit? One person’s guru may be 
another person’s worst nightmare.  I had one person tell 
me that while someone complained that an instructor 
yelled too much, that person was perfect for her.  “I need 
someone getting after me,” she said. 
We must be really honest with ourselves when looking for 
that instructor who becomes our award winner. It doesn’t 
always work to use your friend’s instructor because they 
mesh so well or the barn’s instructor because well, some-
times, it is convenient and… 
The idea of a good instructor really hit home when I re-
cently became a volunteer English as a Second Language 
(ESL) instructor for adults. During my training, I learned 
that I need to rid myself of any preconceived notions 
about the students.  It is not about why they need help 
but that they do need help.  I learned that listening to my 
student will make me a better teacher.  It is not for me to 
guess what they need. 
The students’ job, on the other hand, is to tell the instruc-
tor their goals, their issues, and what they think might be 
obstacles to those goals.  If we keep our goals secret, can 
we blame instructors for concentrating for weeks on 
something else?  Did we explain we want to show this 
season but don’t have time or money to take four lessons 
each month?  Did we happen to mention that we had a 
really bad fall two years ago and jumping still scares the 
“you-know-what” out of us? 
Don’t handicap the good instructor. Inspire the great in-
structor by sharing your expectations. Sure, you might 
expect them to know already just from observing your 
riding what you need, but if your expectations are not in 
sync with what the instructor perceives, you need to have 
that conversation.  If we honestly share our expectations, 
we may find out that the person is not a good fit before 
spending all that time and money. Or, we can forge great 
partnerships! 
Oh, and be honest about your horse! You 
know, the sweet, talented, ready for Grand 
Prix, always-do-well that in reality bucks, 
rears, bites and kicks and whose schwung 
can be compared to a rubber band? I may 
think my mare trots on water, but my  
instructor’s glasses may not be so  
rose-colored! 
Anatole France, I think, said it best: “Nine-tenths of edu-
cation is encouragement.” May you all find such encour-
agement as you pursue your riding! 

  Susan and Chevy 
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President’s Message 

I was privileged to attend the USDF Region 1 Spring Meet-
ing in March. Listening to the other GMOs talk about their 
programs and events inspired me and also made me proud 
of our organization. 

NCDCTA has to be one of the more creative GMOs . They 
try to think out of the box when it comes to their competi-
tions and events. The organization’s championship show 
involves the Chamber of Commerce and a variety of ven-
dors that are eager to make the show a community event. 
For lower level Eventers, the organization has come up 
with an answer to Rolex – it’s called the Timex Series! 

With only 75 members, LVDA has a winter lecture series in 
march, five schooling shows, one licensed show , a fix-a-test 
and three clinics!  

French Creek is raising funds to send competitors to ride at 
the 50th Anniversary show of their sister club in Scotland. 
Now that will be a experience. 

These examples inspire me. But what makes me proud are 
ESDCTA’s efforts to provide valuable programs and events, 
as well as shows, to our members. We, too, have been try-
ing to think out of the box, not just for new programs but 
for the tried and true. 

This year’s Memorial Day Weekend Show will have new 
features that will make the entire weekend a fun event for 
nonriders, as well as one for competitors. There will be a 
CDI reception Thursday evening, a BBQ Friday evening, 
and a reception Saturday night following the Musical Free-
style.  

We are also planning Dressage with the Expert headphone 
rental for people who want to learn about this fabulous 
sport as they watch the competitors. It’s not too late to 
show our riders your support and become a sponsor of one 
of these exciting programs. 

Another educational opportunity is our new Equinars. 
These are webinars for members only that will provide an 
educational opportunity from the comfort of your home 
once the horses are bedded down and the tack is cleaned. 
Or, clean your tack while you listen!  

Our first topic is about equine insurance, with presenters 
from Blue Bridle Insurance. This is a topic that always 
raises questions: To have or not to have and, if you do, 
what should you have? It is scheduled for Thursday, May 
12 from 8pm to 9pm. Look for details in this issue. 

We are also hoping to schedule a Dressage Clinic late sum-
mer and already have a USDF Continuing Education semi-
nar scheduled in December.  

Stay tuned…next month will have more de-
tails about these opportunities and others 
that are being planned for both Dressage rid-
ers and Eventers. If you have your own ideas, 
please share…. 

“May this show season bring you the kind of connection with 
your horse that leads to success!” 
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When I attended the USDF Region 1 meeting this spring, 
a new award for instructors was being discussed. 
ESDCTA member ZoAnn Kornspan is in charge of creat-
ing this award and its criteria.  It’s not for a trainer, who 
we rely upon to make sure our horses are fit for us, but 
for the instructor, who makes sure that we are fit for our 
horses. That could be a difficult job.  Everyone has an 
opinion on what separates the wheat from the chaff.  I 
have had many instructors in my lifetime, and like you: 
some good, not so good and then, rarely, one that you can-
not live without. 
We all tell war stories about the bad ones: yells too much, 
their way or the highway, just wants to sell their horse, 
doesn’t understand your fears, is late, charges too much, 
too old school, too new school, only likes warmbloods, only 
likes their saddles, rides well but can’t articulate what 
you’re supposed to being doing. Ahh… there are so many 
more examples. 
You may define the great instructor by listing the oppo-
site qualities of the bad one. We should be very proud 
that the ESDCTA has an abundance of the “good ones” in 
our membership. But in the end, is it about specific quali-
ties so much as the right fit? One person’s guru may be 
another person’s worst nightmare.  I had one person tell 
me that while someone complained that an instructor 
yelled too much, that person was perfect for her.  “I need 
someone getting after me,” she said. 
We must be really honest with ourselves when looking for 
that instructor who becomes our award winner. It doesn’t 
always work to use your friend’s instructor because they 
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It was really nice to hear all of the veterinarians, organizers, and officials commenting on how great the students 
were all week and how helpful and pleasant they were to work around.  Danielle Smarsh, Animal Science graduate 
student, commented, “Volunteering at Jersey Fresh is not only a great opportunity to help out the horse community, 
but is also a really fun experience.  From painting fences to helping out at bit check before dressage, or helping check 
horses at the vet box after cross country, there are always exciting and new things to participate in.  It is also a really 
cool experience to work so closely with such high-caliber horses and riders!” 
Once all of those jobs were completed and we were ready for the XC day, there were even more jobs to be performed.  
These included the vet box, where the vets check the horses as they come across the finish line of XC and monitor 
their pulse, respiration, and temperature until they are fully recovered and can go back to their stalls.  More stu-
dents helped with these jobs, including scribing and vital signs.  Other jobs included crossing guards, and the more 
popular jump judging.  If you are lucky enough to have a pickup truck and have volunteered for a few years, you may 
get to be one of the area stewards.  I was Area Steward 4, which included the front fields at the entrance of the Horse 
Park and the front water complex, appropriately called “The Jersey Shore.” Area Stewards are in charge of taking all 
the fence judges out to their jumps and making sure they are correctly situated for each division throughout the day.  
It also involves monitoring the jumps in your area for any questions that come up or problems that arise.   
Unfortunately this year “The Jersey Shore” was a hot spot for problems.  Fortunately, there were no serious prob-
lems with horses or riders and all walked away from any falls.  This even included the infamous rescue of CIC3* 
rider Lucia Strini, who came unseated after her horse jumped the corner in the water (picture to the right of the  
corner successfully jumped by Jennie Brannigan) and found herself hanging from her stirrup  upon landing.  The 
course decorator (Jeannine), Dr. Scott Palmer (NJ Equine in Millstone) and myself were the first to dive in the  
water to grab the horse, pick her up, and remove her foot.  After being placed upright she did a body check and  
realized she was okay and just really shaken up, but thankful her horse was wise enough to stay put during the 
whole process.   
The rest of the day ended up with more splashing around in “The Jersey Shore” but no serious injuries.   By 4:30 pm, 
the last horse was finishing up the course and the day was coming to an end…well, almost.  We just needed to pull 
down flags, pick up flowers, move tailgate signs, store straw bales, and set up for stadium jumping and the young 
horse competition on Sunday!  Phew! 
Overall the seven days of my ‘vacation’ at the Horse Park were great!  Beautiful weather and beautiful horses always 
make for a great event.  I am looking forward to next year (as are all my students)! 
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ESDCTA Statement of Purpose 
Eas te r n  S ta t e s  Dres s age  a nd  
Combined Training Association 
(ESDCTA) was founded in June 1969 
and incorporated in 1970 as a non-
profit educational organization under 
the laws of the State of New Jersey. 
ESDCTA with membership open to all 
interested in dressage and combined 
training, has the following stated  
purpose:"Whereas it is the desire 
among many equestrians in the United 
States to foster and stimulate interest in 
dressage and eventing in the hope that 
this may ultimately benefit the United 
S ta te s  O ly mp ic  Tea m  in  i t s  
in ternational competi t ion,  th is  
organization is established as a non-
profit educational organization." Its 
further purposes are to foster and stimu-
late interest in dressage and eventing in 
general, to educate, conduct clinics and 
hold dressage shows and combined 
training events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEI Competitor and Trainer                                                                       
    CLINICS      LESSONS      SHOWING      SALES         

wwwAmyHowardDressage.com                             ashoward@hotmail.com 
   Get ready for a successful show season this spring! 

Training riders and horses of all levels and disciplines                                      
Sergeantsville, NJ                                                      908-310-9384                                            

Jersey Fresh Continued from Page 1 

It was really nice to hear all of the veterinarians, organizers, and officials commenting on how great the students 
were all week and how helpful and pleasant they were to work around.  Danielle Smarsh, Animal Science graduate 
student, commented, “Volunteering at Jersey Fresh is not only a great opportunity to help out the horse community, 
but is also a really fun experience.  From painting fences to helping out at bit check before dressage, or helping check 
horses at the vet box after cross country, there are always exciting and new things to participate in.  It is also a really 
cool experience to work so closely with such high-caliber horses and riders!” 
Once all of those jobs were completed and we were ready for the XC day, there were even more jobs to be performed.  
These included the vet box, where the vets check the horses as they come across the finish line of XC and monitor 
their pulse, respiration, and temperature until they are fully recovered and can go back to their stalls.  More stu-
dents helped with these jobs, including scribing and vital signs.  Other jobs included crossing guards, and the more 
popular jump judging.  If you are lucky enough to have a pickup truck and have volunteered for a few years, you may 
get to be one of the area stewards.  I was Area Steward 4, which included the front fields at the entrance of the Horse 
Park and the front water complex, appropriately called “The Jersey Shore.” Area Stewards are in charge of taking all 
the fence judges out to their jumps and making sure they are correctly situated for each division throughout the day.  
It also involves monitoring the jumps in your area for any questions that come up or problems that arise.   
Unfortunately this year “The Jersey Shore” was a hot spot for problems.  Fortunately, there were no serious prob-
lems with horses or riders and all walked away from any falls.  This even included the infamous rescue of CIC3* 
rider Lucia Strini, who came unseated after her horse jumped the corner in the water (picture to the right of the  
corner successfully jumped by Jennie Brannigan) and found herself hanging from her stirrup  upon landing.  The 
course decorator (Jeannine), Dr. Scott Palmer (NJ Equine in Millstone) and myself were the first to dive in the  
water to grab the horse, pick her up, and remove her foot.  After being placed upright she did a body check and  
realized she was okay and just really shaken up, but thankful her horse was wise enough to stay put during the 
whole process.   
The rest of the day ended up with more splashing around in “The Jersey Shore” but no serious injuries.   By 4:30 pm, 
the last horse was finishing up the course and the day was coming to an end…well, almost.  We just needed to pull 
down flags, pick up flowers, move tailgate signs, store straw bales, and set up for stadium jumping and the young 
horse competition on Sunday!  Phew! 
Overall the seven days of my ‘vacation’ at the Horse Park were great!  Beautiful weather and beautiful horses always 
make for a great event.  I am looking forward to next year (as are all my students)! 

PAGE 3 COLLECTIVE REMARKS— WWW.ESDCTA.ORG VOLUME 1  ISSUE 5  — MAY 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEI Competitor and Trainer                                                                       
    CLINICS      LESSONS      SHOWING      SALES         

wwwAmyHowardDressage.com                             ashoward@hotmail.com 
   Get ready for a successful show season this spring! 

Training riders and horses of all levels and disciplines                                      
Sergeantsville, NJ                                                      908-310-9384                                            

Jersey Fresh Continued from Page 1 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 EMMA shows slated for this year in May, June, 
and October and detailed in the ESDCTA Omni-
bus have been CANCELED. EMMA manage-
ment apologizes for any inconvenience this may 
cause you. 
 
Bit by Bit Equestrian Center’s show manager for its 
shows is now Sue Marino.   
 
The ESDCTA Newsletter Committee is looking 
for someone who knows Microsoft Publisher.   
Anyone interested in committing to about 2-3 
hours a month please send an e-mail to: 
 newsletter@esdcta.org.  It’s a great and easy 
way to give back to the riding community! 
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CROSS COUNTRY… 
News Across Our Region 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
  
Youth Dressage Fix-a-Test, Saturday, June 25—see 
page 6 of the newsletter for details 
 
Marilyn Payne Eventing Clinic, July 9-10—see page 12 
of the newsletter for details 
 
USEA ICP Dressage Workshop, July 11-12—see page 
13 of the newsletter for details 

2011 ADVERTISING RATES 
        MEMBERS    NON-MEMBER 

FULL PAGE   $100  $130 

HALF PAGE   $65  $85
  

QUARTER PAGE  $40  $60 

(for above you will get a 10% discount for 3 or more months) 

BUSINESS CARD  $20  $30 

CARD FOR 3 MONTHS  $45  $65 

CLASSIFIEDS   $10  $15 

(per 35 words) 

Deadline: 15th of Prior Month 
 
 
Email: newsletter@esdcta.org 
Please have electronic ads in Adobe or .jpg format 

You will receive an invoice for your ad via email. 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Meredith Rogers, Debbie DelGiorno,  

Diane Engler, Megan Zureck & Susan RG Lax 

E-mail: newsletter@esdcta.org 

All submissions are due by the 10th of the month 

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS 
For membership questions including updating 
physical or e-mail addresses please contact:  
Diane Engler 

PO Box 185, Pipersville, PA  18947  
kaboomer@epix.net 
610-730-0371 before 9 pm  
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

June 8—Board of Trustees,  
The Metro Diner,  Rt. 31/202 N, Ringoes, NJ.  
Contact: Susan Lax, 609-466-4178 
 
TBA—Eventing Committee Meeting. Contact 
Gary Maholic at gmaholic@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Send your Cross Country Information to 

newsletter@esdcta.org 

 
ESDCTA welcomes proposals  

from vendors for goods and services . 
Please contact the appropriate committee . 

May 11—Board of Trustees, at 7:15 pm
The Metro Diner,  Rt. 31/202 N, Ringoes, NJ. 
Contact: Susan Lax, 609-466-4178
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way to give back to the riding community! 
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Riding in the Moment 

By Michael Schaffer 

By Meredith Rogers                 

This book is specifically written for the amateur rider who is trying to train her own horse, 
which was perfect for me.  Mr. Schaffer believes that most conventional training is from the 
top down, but that it should be from the bottom up.  

In other words, you need to learn the alphabet (the bottom) before you can string together a 
sentence (the top) or in horse terms, the horse needs to learn each aid before he can string 
them together into a movement.  His training philosophy is based on five “first tier” basics: 
go, stop, turn in, move out, and soften.  All dressage test movements come from a combina-
tion of these five elements, and these five elements only.   For example, you don’t teach a 
horse to trot a 20-meter circle, you teach him to trot off when you ask (go), move off your 
inside leg so he doesn’t make the circle too small (move out), listen to your outside rein so he 
doesn’t make the circle too big (turn in), give to the bit (soften), not rush on his forehand (stop).  

His training methods are in line with what you’ll hear from others but he presents them in a slightly different light.   
Instead of saying,  “your horse should respond to a light aid,” Mr. Schaffer explains that the light aid is really an in-
struction that the horse must learn to understand.  The idea is that you don’t force your horse to do something, which 
you can do by pushing or pulling harder. Instead, you ask your horse a question you’ve taught him the answer to.    

This book provides numerous exercises to help us show our horses what we want from them.   It starts with ground-
work and moves to mounted training.  The beauty of this book is that in addition to being printed in hard copy, it is 
also available electronically.  The electronic version contains videos so you can see, and not just read, what it means for 
the horse to soften, for example.  

Mr. Schaffer’s philosophy made a lot of sense to me, especially when I put it into practice working through the exercises 
in the book.  If you’ve successfully trained lots of horses, this book is not for you because you’ll find it too elementary.  If 
you don’t have a basic understanding of dressage, this book is also not for you because you won’t understand the con-
cepts.  However, if you have some experience but are struggling to give your horse a good foundation in the basics, then 
Mr. Schaffer’s book may just be what you need to forge ahead. 

THE BOOK STALL 
Your  reviews on books, videos, and other media related to horses and riding 
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FOALIN’ AROUND 
Youth News, Activities, and Opportunities 

ATTENTION: YOUTH EVENTERS 

ESDCTA is sponsoring a team to each of the following youth eventing team competitions: 

DIFFICULT RUN FALL HORSE TRIALS  Application Deadline: Extended to July 5 !! 

August 20-21, 2011        

Frying Pan Park, Herndon, VA. 

NJ REGION PONY CLUBS STARTER HT  Application Deadline: August 1, 2011 

September 25, 2011 

Horse Park of NJ, Allentown, NJ 

Qualifying scores and volunteer hours are required. Details for each competition, including the team qualifying criteria can be 
found in the Youth Program under the Activities Page of our website.  

Send application and volunteer form(s) via mail or email to: 

Heidi Lemack, Youth Committee Co-Chair 

12 Hill Road ● Allentown, NJ 08501 

609-758- 4918RBLStables@aol.com 

 

YOUTH DRESSAGE FIX-A-TEST CLINIC SCHEDULE 
Youth Members: $40, Non-Members: $50 

Details, including contact information can be found in the Youth Program 

 on the Activities Page of our website. 

 

Saturday, June 25, 2011 
Rhythm & Blues Stables, Allentown, NJ 

ENTRY DEADLINE: June 17, 2011 

Clinician: Cindy Roesener 

Organizer: Heidi Lemack 

Saturday, August 20, 2011 
Ringoes, NJ (contact organizer for exact location) 

ENTRY DEADLINE: August 12, 2011 

Clnician: Ann Forer 

Organizer: Cindy Roesener 

PAGE 6 COLLECTIVE REMARKS— WWW.ESDCTA.ORG VOLUME 1  ISSUE 5  — MAY 2011  

FOALIN’ AROUND 
Youth News, Activities, and Opportunities 

ATTENTION: YOUTH EVENTERS 

ESDCTA is sponsoring a team to each of the following youth eventing team competitions: 

DIFFICULT RUN FALL HORSE TRIALS  Application Deadline: Extended to July 5 !! 

August 20-21, 2011        

Frying Pan Park, Herndon, VA. 

NJ REGION PONY CLUBS STARTER HT  Application Deadline: August 1, 2011 

September 25, 2011 

Horse Park of NJ, Allentown, NJ 

Qualifying scores and volunteer hours are required. Details for each competition, including the team qualifying criteria can be 
found in the Youth Program under the Activities Page of our website.  

Send application and volunteer form(s) via mail or email to: 

Heidi Lemack, Youth Committee Co-Chair 

12 Hill Road ● Allentown, NJ 08501 

609-758- 4918RBLStables@aol.com 

 

YOUTH DRESSAGE FIX-A-TEST CLINIC SCHEDULE 
Youth Members: $40, Non-Members: $50 

Details, including contact information can be found in the Youth Program 

 on the Activities Page of our website. 

 

Saturday, June 25, 2011 
Rhythm & Blues Stables, Allentown, NJ 

ENTRY DEADLINE: June 17, 2011 

Clinician: Cindy Roesener 

Organizer: Heidi Lemack 

Saturday, August 20, 2011 
Ringoes, NJ (contact organizer for exact location) 

ENTRY DEADLINE: August 12, 2011 

Clnician: Ann Forer 

Organizer: Cindy Roesener 



PAGE 7 COLLECTIVE REMARKS— WWW.ESDCTA.ORG VOLUME 1 ISSUE 5  — JUNE 2011  

 

PAGE 7 COLLECTIVE REMARKS— WWW.ESDCTA.ORG VOLUME 1  ISSUE 5  — MAY 2011  

 



PAGE 8 COLLECTIVE REMARKS— WWW.ESDCTA.ORG VOLUME 1 ISSUE 5  — JUNE 2011  

SALUTE!             Maryann Mancino 

Like many little girls, Maryann loved horses growing up.   But, again, like many little girls, 
being able to have one was out of her reach.  She was able to satisfy some of her longing 
through a friend, hanging out at a barrel racing stable in North Bergan, New Jersey.  She 
never rode but was able to spend time with, and appreciate the horses at the farm. 

 

Fast forward to adulthood.  Maryann got married and was raising two beautiful daughters.  
They expressed an interest in riding and Maryann cultivated it by becoming the epitome of 
the horseshow mom.  At the time, one of her daughters was showing on the Quarterhorse  
circuit, which involved overnight trips almost every weekend, including a week-long trip to 
the Quarterhorse Congress.  After many years of showing Quarterhorse, Maryann’s family 
switched to dressage.  Tired of living vicariously through her girls, she decided it was time to 
try riding herself, and bought a horse just for her. However, like all good parents, when her 
daughter expressed an interest in her new horse, Maryann passed over the reins.    

 

As Maryann’s daughters grew up, they became involved in other things, leaving Maryann 
with a horse without a rider.  She took advantage of the opportunity and jumped in with both 
feet.  Realizing that the particular horse she had was not the right one for her, she sold him, 
but quickly found a replacement.   When she presented the horse she had gone out and  
purchased on her own to everyone in the barn, they all thought she was crazy.  Ramsom was a 
16.3 hh, 9-year-old, Andalusian-Thoroughbred cross; maybe not the right choice for a beginner 
rider.  Although they have had their ups and downs, 
Ransom has taught Maryann more than she ever  
imagined about both riding and life.  Her first time in 
any show ring ever was two years ago, and wouldn’t you 
know it, she came in first and took home a  
championship! 

 

Her current goals are to become a good enough rider to 
take advantage of Ransom’s abilities and to gain confi-
dence in the saddle, something she struggles with every 
day.  When working with Ransom on the ground she 
feels they have a true friendship and she would like to 
be able to translate that to when she’s riding.  She feels 
the best thing about being around horses is that they 
take the mind away from all of the stresses of the day.   

In her own words: “We’re not all high-level riders, but 
we all love our horses and the challenges they give us.” 
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ON THE BIT 
EVENTING FOR EVERYONE: NEW FORMATS OFFER  OPTIONS FOR ALL HORSES & RIDERS 

by Marilyn Payne 
As the Young Event Horse (YEH) and Future Event Horse programs keep growing, more breeders and 
competitors are participating, or at least thinking about dipping a toe in the water. One of the newest 
venues for YEH is our own Jersey Fresh Three-Day Event, and there will also be a YEH competition 
at Applewood Farm on July 9. 
In addition to YEH, many other options for introducing horses and riders to eventing are popping up, 
thanks to creative organizers all over the country. These new competitions are making eventing more 
accessible and user-friendly to anyone who wants to give it a try.  
USEA encourages organizers to come up with their own formats based on the concept of the YEH  
competition. Along these lines, Applewood Farm is holding our first Modified Eventing competition 
this year, along with our first YEH competition.  
YEH Eventing: An Ideal Introduction for Young Horses 
YEH competitions are a fabulous learning opportunity for 4 and 5 year olds. These events have dressage, jumping, and  
conformation sections. The conformation test involves presenting the horse in hand. It’s not a beauty contest; instead, the 
judges look for horses who are likely to stay sound and who show natural balance, straightness, and willingness to go for-
ward. The dressage test allows youngsters to get used to the arena in a low-pressure situation. Competitors are encouraged 
to ride freely forward to show off their gaits, horses are not penalized if they’re a bit playful, and there is no emphasis on 
accuracy – though they do need to stay in the arena! 
The YEH jumping phase is also a perfect schooling opportunity. The course typically begins with a few straightforward 
show jumps, which feed directly into several inviting cross-country fences. If there is a water crossing, the 4-year-old group 
is invited to school it together before the jumping competition begins. 
 Overall, a YEH event is the ideal transition from schooling at home to getting a taste of what it’s like to compete. It’s a 
great way to give your young horse exposure, without the physical and mental stress of a “real” event.  
Modified Eventing: Fun For Equines of All Ages and Backgrounds 
Modified Eventing is for horse/rider teams who want to try something new, brush up their skills, or move up to a new level. 
Horses and riders can be any age. When there are enough entries, there may be separate divisions for those with previous 
eventing experience, and those who are first-timers. 
Modified Eventing does not include a conformation test, and the standard eventing dressage tests are used, rather than the 
YEH dressage test that emphasizes a horse’s natural talent to become a high-level competitor. 
At Applewood, the Novice and Training Modified Eventing divisions will compete over the YEH cross-country courses, with 
Novice tackling the 4- year-old course, and Training the 5-year-old course. Show jumping fences morph into cross-country 
obstacles, possibly including a water crossing and/or a bank or a small ditch. The entire course is no more than 10 to 12 
obstacles.  Immediately after the last obstacle, there is a short gallop to the finish line.  
Elementary and Beginner Novice Modified Eventing divisions jump lower heights, also over courses that seamlessly  
combine the show jumping and cross-country phases. In all divisions, the galloping phase is modified or eliminated, to be 
suitable to the level. 
The entire competition, regardless of the division entered, lasts no more than a few hours; the exact time depends on  
the number of entries. The conformation test takes less than 10 minutes, while the dressage and jumping each take about  
5 minutes, not counting warm-up time.  For young horses and those who are less than super-fit, it’s a reasonable way to 
ease into the demands of eventing.  
Attitude Counts! 
Attitude has a high priority in YEH competitions. Judges are looking for a bold horse who is thinking clearly, and is a will-
ing partner. It is acceptable for a horse to have a refusal, as long as he then takes a look, figures it out, and willingly jumps 
the second time. Even a horse with enormous talent will never succeed unless he has the right attitude, so judges evaluate 
this quality with great care. 
While Modified Eventing does award penalties for refusals, the basic principle remains true. If your horse wants to do the 
job, things should go well. The dressage tests are straightforward, and the jumping courses are designed to encourage and 
educate, with no tricky questions or complicated approaches. So bring your ex-race horse, your seasoned fox hunter, your 
show hunter, or your Pony Club mount. Modified Eventing has a place for everyone, and it’s a low-stress way to expand 
your horizons and give your horse something new to think about. 
Please email ann@annforer.com with questions or if you need information about entering the Applewood YEH or Modified 
Eventing competitions.  Hope to see you there! 
Marilyn Payne, a founding member of ESDCTA, is an FEI “O” Eventing Judge and a USEF “S” Dressage Judge. She officiated at the Hong Kong  
Olympics in 2008 and was President of the Ground Jury at the World Equestrian Games in 2010. Based at Applewood Farm in Oldwick, she is a distin-
guished trainer, with many students who compete in eventing and dressage at all levels. She is chairperson of the USEA Young Event Horse Committee. 

Marilyn Payne 
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CLOSING DATE: 
JUNE 10th! 

By Meredith Rogers 

Everyone has heard of blue laws, those outdated, often strange laws originally 
enacted for religious reasons.  Although the majority have been repealed or 
deemed unconstitutional, there are still some on the books.  Here are some  
related to horses. 

In Washington DC, Colorado, and Utah, you will be arrested if you fish from horseback. 

In Raton, New Mexico, it is illegal for a woman to ride horseback down a public street in a kimono.

In Hartsville, Illinois, you will be arrested if you ride an ugly horse. 

In Basalt, Nevada, you are prohibited from eating onions while out riding a 
horse between the hours of 7 am and 7 pm. 

In Marshalltown, Iowa, it is illegal for a horse to eat a fire hydrant.  

In Paradise, California, it is against the law to let a horse sleep in a bakery. 

In Indianapolis, Indiana, no horse shall be ridden or driven on any street in the city at a speed in 
excess of 10 miles per hour. 
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CENTERLINE 
Dressage News 

USDF/ESDCTA Continuing Education Seminar and “L” Brush-up  

A Weekend with Linda Zang FEI Olympic 5 Star Dressage Judge 
Sponsored by the USDF, ESDCTA, and The Dressage Foundation. 

Saturday and Sunday, December 3 and 4, 2011 
Saturday December 3. 2011: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Continuing Education Riding Clinic for Dressage Judges and L Graduates 

Backbrook Farm 

75 Backbrook Road 

Ringoes New Jersey 

(Facility graciously donated by Stephan and Caroline Cheret) 

$200 for a private session 

Auditors welcome ($20 for ESDCTA members, $30 for non members).  Open to all. 

Bring your own chair! 

Contact Kembarbosa@aol.com to reserve a ride time. 

 

Sunday December 4, 2011: 9:00AM to 2:30 PM 

Musical Freestyle Seminar: information on designing, riding, and judging freestyles 

Counts towards USDF University Credit. 

Open to all: trainers, riders, spectators, judges, and L graduates. 

USET Library 

Hamilton Farm 

1040 Pottersville Road 

Gladstone New Jersey 

$35 for ESDCTA members and $45 for nonmembers. Includes lunch.  

Program is indoors, but dress warmly. 

 

For reservations, send a check made out to ESDCTA, before November 15 2011, to: 

Kem Barbosa 

282 Carter Road 

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
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MARILYN PAYNE 

EVENTING COMPETITIONS & CLINIC 

APPLEWOOD FARM 
Oldwick, New Jersey 

July 9 & 10, 2011 

JULY 9: YOUNG EVENT HORSE (YEH) COMPETITION FOR 4 & 5 YEAR OLDS, PLUS  MODIFIED EVENTING COMPETITION AT ELEM. 
THRU TRAINING. 

JULY 10: CROSS COUNTRY CLINIC: FROM CAVALLETTI FOR DRESSAGE RIDERS THROUGH TRAINING LEVEL. 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO TRY YOUR HAND AT EVENTING, OR TO SCHOOL OVER WELL-DESIGNED,  
ENCOURAGING COURSES 

XC CLINIC WILL OFFER A  CAVALLETTI-ONLY DIVISION FOR DRESSAGE RIDERS 

YEH Divisions include an in-hand conformation phase, the YEH dressage test for 4  or 5 year old eventing prospects, and a jumping phase that 
begins with a few straightforward show jumps, which feed directly into several inviting XC fences. The jumping phase is immediately followed by 
the galloping phase, in which horses are judged on the quality of the gallop and ability to cover ground. 

MODIFIED EVENTING DIVISIONS are for horses and riders of all ages and equestrian disciplines, whether you or your horse are new to 
eventing, want to tune up, or try a new level. If entries permit, there will be separate divisions for new event horses, and new event riders. There 
will be no conformation phase.  Levels include: 

ELEMENTARY: BN dressage test A; crossrails to 2’ jumps 

BEGINNER NOVICE: BN test B; 2’ -2’7” jumps 

NOVICE: Novice test A; 2’7” – 2’11” jumps (YEH 4 y.o. course) 

TRAINING: Training test A; 2’11” – 3’3” jumps (YEH 5 y.o. course)  

For more information & entry forms, contact ann@annforer.com, or go to www.marilynpayne.com. Times will be posted on the website. 
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From Debra Tomajko, ESDCTA Annual Banquet Silent Auction Coordinator 
I would like to thank all my wonderful donors who unselfishly give year after year to the ESDCTA silent  
auction. Because of your kindness and generosity the silent auction this year was once again a great success. 
I especially want to thank Jaynelle and Bill Tenor for their time and efforts. I could not have survived without 
their help!!! 
Our donors:  
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Educational Opportunity!  
Demo Riders Wanted  

for the  

USEA ICP Dressage Workshop July 11 and 12, 2011 
The USEA is offering an Instructor Certification Program (ICP) Dressage Workshop at Windswept 
Farm in Augusta, New Jersey, July 11 and 12, 2011. This is an opportunity for instructors to take 
the first step toward certification, riders to be demonstration riders, and anyone who might be in-
terested in auditing to find out more about this program. We are thrilled to have this workshop in 
our region and hope to offer future workshops and assessments available in our area. ESDCTA 
members are welcomed to ride in the workshop free of charge to facilitate excellence in instruction 
and to hopefully learn a few things about their own riding. 

Capable instructors are essential to the training of riders and their horses for humane, safe, and 
skilled participation in the sport of eventing. Having begun its Workshops in 2002, the USEA ICP 
educates all levels of event instructors to confirm and add to their knowledge base, both theoretical 
and practical, upon which they will continue to build throughout their teaching lifetime. For USEA 
certified instructors, this knowledge base supports not only the teaching of event riding, training, 
and competing, but also the care of the horse and the development of effective and safe teaching 
methods. 

The ICP 

Identifies essential training principles for riders and horses, drawn from time- tested sources 
and from experience with today’s competition challenges 

Offers to instructors materials, workshops, and mentor opportunities that present these  
training principles in a developmental sequence 

Certifies instructors at a specific ICP Level of teaching knowledge and proficiency, inviting 
them to continue to learn – and to achieve a higher level of certification, if they so desire 

Supports enhancement of certified instructors’ knowledge and skill through ICP’s Continuing 
Education Program requirements 

Provides an atmosphere of professional openness and support to all instructors so that on-going 
sharing and learning are facilitated 

We are lucky to have Eric Horgan here with us from Ireland to offer this workshop. Eric is a level 4 
ICP instructor and assessor with the ICP program and his partial credentials are listed below. 

Eric Horgan has over 20 years of world-class competitive and training experience, including multi-
ple European, World Championship and Olympic events. A member of Ireland’s Olympic Three-Day 
Event team at Montreal in 1976, Eric as has competed at other major international three-day events 
including the 1990 World Equestrian Games in Stockholm, 1992 Burghley International Three-Day 
Event, and the world-renowned Badminton Horse Trials. He was the bronze medalist at the 1989 
European Three-Day Event Championships and is a two-time winner of the Punchestown (Ireland) 
International Three-Day Event. 
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REMEMBERING…. 
 Flora 
Her life was too short at two weeks but, during that time, she touched a  
lot of people.  The third foal born at RainbowRidge Farm this year, from  
the start she had a hard time.  She was born with contracted tendons.   

With all four legs wrapped with pink bandages, the filly was nursed every three hours by her cheering 
squad: Barbara Hay, the owner of RainbowRidge and owner of mama and baby; Barbara’s daughter, 
Bridget Hay; and kind, horse-owning neighbors.  

But it was not enough and the filly took a turn for the worse. She was rushed to Mid-Atlantic Equine 
Medical Center, where she charmed everyone on staff. The vets and techs devoted everything they had 
to nursing Flora back to health and it seemed to work.  The filly got stronger every day.   

Unfortunately, the mare was not allowing Flora to nurse. A sporthorse breeder and a friend of the Hay 
family, came up with an alternative milk source comprised of a sports cooler and a nipple from a baby 
bottle.  Flora arrived home, where everyone at RainbowRidge cheered her on.   

Everyone’s high hopes and Flora’s enduring spirit were not enough to heal her body.  Not soon after 
coming home, she had to return to the clinic where she passed, surrounded by people who loved her 
and gave their all to help her. Flora showed us that sometimes everything you have is not enough, but 
it still pays to try.  

We miss you, little girl. 
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Hanoverian TB Cross Dressage 
Horse for Sale: Sacre Couer 
(Satchmoe): 16.2 Dark Bay Gelding, 
17 yrs old, Second level dressage 
horse with the potential for higher 
levels. Placed Reserve Champion at 
ESDCTA Championships, Grand 
Champion at NPASS. Pretty 
mover, trailers easy, shows well and 
in consistent training.  

Lifetime USDF & USEF Member-
ship.  Sadly must sell due to owner  
leaving for college. $18,000.00 or 
best offer. 570-828-9168 - Chris 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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Hanoverian TB Cross Dressage 
Horse for Sale: Sacre Couer 
(Satchmoe): 16.2 Dark Bay Gelding, 
17 yrs old, Second level dressage 
horse with the potential for higher 
levels. Placed Reserve Champion at 
ESDCTA Championships, Grand 
Champion at NPASS. Pretty 
mover, trailers easy, shows well and 
in consistent training.  

Lifetime USDF & USEF Member-
ship.  Sadly must sell due to owner  
leaving for college. $18,000.00 or 
best offer. 570-828-9168 - Chris 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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SUPPORT ESDCTA’S BUSINESS MEMBERS: 
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SUPPORT ESDCTA’S BUSINESS MEMBERS: 
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...Become a Business Member! 

Betsy Steiner 

Jessie Steiner 

Frenchtown, NJ 

Wellington,FL 

561-358-6055 

JessieS731aol.com 

www.BetsySteinerDressage.com 

 
 

FEI Competitor and Trainer 
    CLINICS      LESSONS      SHOWING      SALES         

   wwwAmyHowardDressage.com                 ashoward@hotmail.com                    
   Sergeantsville, NJ                                                      908 -310-9384                      

 

www.CastlegateFarm.com       

Teri Miller 
Exclusive NJ Agent 

Master Saddle Fitter 
terim@verizon.net 

Custom fit saddles for horse 
and rider 

Dressage, Jumpinng & Eventing 

 

Starlite Acres 
Gail Osterlund 

605 Wardell Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

908-804-3389 • FAX 732-922-0871 

Email: stargo58@aol.com 
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BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Reach out to our membership 

AD in Collective Remarks 
Reduced advertising rates 

Listing of your event in the Community News Calendar 
And more! 
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Iron Spring Farm 
 

75 Old Stottsville Rd 
Coatesville, PA 19320 

 
609-383-4717 
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Newsletter Committee: 
PO Box 185 

Pipersville, PA  18947-0185 
newsletter@esdcta.org 

 

3 Bucks County Horse Park 12 Suddenly Farm 

4 Diamond Creek 12 LVDA at Spring Fields 

4 The Meadow 14 ESDCTA  Schooling Show 

4 Carousel Farm 18 Rhythm and Blues 

4 Smooth Transitions Eq. Center 18 Blue Spruce Farm 

5 Bucks County Horse Park 19 Gold Clover 

5 Fidler Run 19 Bucks County Horse Park 

5 Clover Valley Farm 21 Bucks County Horse Park 

5 NJ Region Pony Club 22 Applewood Farm 

7 Bucks County Horse Park 26 Hidden Creek Equestrian Center 

8 Hawk Hollow Ranch 26 Oxbow Stables 

10 Windy Hollow Hunt 26 Burgundy Hollow 

11 Windy Hollow Hunt 26 Golden Gait Farm 

11 Saddlebrook Ridge 29 Suddenly Farm 

12 Windy Hollow Hunt   

ESDCTA JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Please refer to Omnibus for details ~ESDCTA is not responsible for any show organizer’s changes 
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